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The Honorable Arne Duncan
Secretary

Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave, S.W.
Washington, DC 20202-0008

Dear Secretary Duncan,

1 write today in support of the state of Arizona's second round application for funding through the Department
of Education’s Race to the Top Program.

As the state works to build a 21% century economy, it is vital that all Arizona students are prepared for success
in postsecondary education and equipped with the skills that are required for a rapidly changing workplace.
Arizona has been a national leader in implementing entreprencurial and innovative education reforms that
incorporate parents, communities, and public and private entities in the project of offering all children a quality
education.

For years, Arizona teachers, administrators, and policy makers have met the challenge of providing quality
education in an economically, culturally, and geographically diverse state. With the implementation of the
Arizona Academic Standards, the Department of Education laid the groundwork for a standards-based system
that is focused on delivering results. In the past year, the state legislature has passed key provisions to end social
promotion, track student achievement, and bolster teacher and principal performance. With the structure of a
coordinated, state-wide effort to boost student preparedness across the board already in place, Arizona is an
ideal recipient of Race to the Top funding. '

Arizona has demonstrated its commitment to preparing all students for success. I am confident that Race to the

Top funding will significantly help Arizona deliver the system-wide improvements required for future academic
excellence and economic prosperity. For these reasons I ask that you grant the state of Arizona’s application for
Race to the Top funding all due consideration.

Sincerely,
Ann Kirkpatrick
Member of Congress
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